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Cultivating Your Garden’s Character

Your Name:

1. Which type of soil is typically described as the most ideal for
gardening because it is rich and balanced?

[_] A.Sandy soil

[_| B.Clay soil

[] C.Silt soil

[_] D. Loamy soil

2. Sandy soil drains water very quickly but often lacks essential
nutrients.

[ ] A True

[ | B.False

3. The USDA plant hardiness zones primarily help gardeners determine
which environmental factor?

[_] A. The average lowest temperature in winter

[_| B. The concentration of nutrients in the soil

[_| C. The average annual rainfall

[ | D. The maximum temperature in summer
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4. What is the consequence of clay soil holding too much water?

[_] A. It can suffocate plant roots.
[_| B.Itinstantly becomes loam soil.
[ | C.Itresultsin very fast drainage.

[ ] D. It signals a need for more sand.

5.1f you are testing your soil drainage and the water seeps in very
slowly, this suggests you primarily have sandy soil.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

6. How many hours of direct sunlight is generally recommended for
plants that require 'full sun’ exposure?

[_] A.Only four hours a day

[_] B. At least six hours a day

[_] C.One to two hours a day

[_| D.Nodirect sunlight is needed

7. Understanding your garden’s climate zone and local weather
patterns is essential for choosing plants that will survive and thrive.
[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

8. What primary feature makes clay soil difficult for some plants?

[_] A.Itlacks any ability to hold water or moisture.
[_] B. It drains too fast, similar to pure sand.
[ ] C.Itis slow-draining and can become compacted.

[_] D. It always requires heavy yearly fertilization.



9. The essential environmental forces that shape every garden include
only the earth below, not factors like air and climate.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

10. If soil drains fast, this generally indicates a need to add more clay
to improve nutrient retention.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

11. What is a key characteristic that makes desert plants beneficial for
arid environments?

[_] A. They demand rich, constantly moist soil.

[_] B. They require daily, deep watering.

[_| C. They are characterized as tough and drought-tolerant.

[_| D. They need high humidity levels.

12. One of the unique growing requirements for orchids is that they
thrive when their roots are constantly soaked in water.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

13. Roses are valued for their beauty and complex fragrance, and they
need what type of soil condition to prevent root rot?

[_| A. Poorly draining soil that holds maximum water

[_] B. Very shallow, compacted soil

[_] C. Awell-draining soil, such as loamy or sandy soil

[_| D. Soil that is acidic and completely nutrient-free



14. Match the plant type with its key aesthetic appeal or ecological

role.
1. 2. Desert
Orchids plants
3.Roses b
' Wildflowers
A. Informal, ecological, and beneficial B. Exotic, collector’s vibe and elegant
for pollinators beauty
C. Sculptural and minimalist D. Classic charm and rich, complex
appearance fragrance

15. Native wildflowers help the local ecosystem by attracting essential
wildlife like bees, butterfiies, and birds.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

16. Which specific condition must be kept steady for orchids to thrive,
making them suitable for gardeners who enjoy a challenge?

[_| A. Daily applications of chemical pesticides

[_] B. Consistent dry soil and sandy roots

[_] C.Full, unobstructed shade at all times

[_] D. The right mix of light, temperature, and humidity

17. Roses are generally considered low-input plants that require little
to no pruning.

[ ] A True
[ ] B.False



18. Beyond providing visual appeal, what significant ecological benefit
do native wildflowers offer?

[_] A. They replace the need for all natural soil.

[_] B. They eliminate all insect life from the garden.

[_] C. They dramatically increase urban noise pollution.

[_| D. They improve soil structure and prevent erosion.

19. Desert plants are an ideal choice for a garden where water
conservation is a priority.

[ | A True

[ ] B.False

20. Red roses continue to be used as a primary symbol for romantic
love and desire in modern culture.

[ ] A True

[ ] B.False

21. What two primary factors must be assessed first when trying to
determine the most suitable garden theme for a location?

[ ] A. The number of garden gnomes you own and preferred paint color

[_] B. Soil type and local climate

[_| C. The size of the watering can and style of outdoor furniture

[_| D. The price of exotic seeds and history of the house

22.Choosing disease-resistant varieties of plants, such asroses, is a
strategy aimed at reducing hassle and maintenance effort in the
garden.

[ | A True

[ | B.False



23. Which type of garden theme is best suited for an area
characterized by hot, dry summers and limited water availability?
[_| A. Xeriscape/desert or Mediterranean-style garden

[_] B. Cool-climate cottage garden

[_] C. Mixed perennial border using only moisture lovers

[_| D. Woodland or bog garden that loves moisture

24. Native wildflower meadows are considered high-maintenance
themes because they require intense weekly fertilization and precise
pruning.

[ ] A True

[ | B.False

25. What three factors help gardeners formulate a basic garden theme
outline?

[ ] A.Climate, soil type, and preferred maintenance level

B. The number of rooms in the house, the height of the chimney, and local pet
statistics

[_] C.Required tools, favorite mug design, and fence height

D. Daily wind speed, total annual electricity usage, and age of surrounding
trees



26. Match the growing condition with the environment/plant type it
supports best.

1. Sandy,

fast- 2. |deal

draining loam soil

soll

3. 4. Clay,

Temperate, slow-

moderate draining

rainfall soil

A. Suitable for drought-tolerant B. Ideal for cottage, rose, and mixed
natives and grasses perennial borders

C. Requires plants that tolerate or

, , , _ D. Works well for most garden themes
enjoy heavier, moister soil

27. A cohesive garden design plan must necessarily synthesize
knowledge about the local environment and the specific needs of the
chosen plants.

[ ] A True
[ ] B.False

28. Selecting plants like Pink Muhly Grass, which bloom late in the
season, is a strategy to maintain color and landscape appeal during
the fall.

[ | A True

[ ] B.False



29.In planning a garden, why is allowing adequate space for plants like
roses or large desert plants crucial?

[_| A. Toensure they only grow as annuals.

[_] B. To minimize air flow and increase disease risk.

[ | C. To make them easier to move indoors later.

[_| D. To allow enough room for roots and prevent crowding.

30. If your climate has frequent heavy rain and cooler summers, a
design primarily focused on highly drought-tolerant desert plants is
the most practical choice.

[ ] A True
[ ] B.False
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